
Whole School Newsletter
Issue 1 - Tuesday 23  Feb, Term 1 2026th

SCHOOL BUCKET HATS 
ARE AVAILABLE TO BUY 

THROUGH THE SCHOOL OFFICE 
FOR $20

SunSmart reminder:

Students must wear a hat when outside at recess and lunch times, 
as well as during P.E. classes and other events such as outdoor 
assemblies, incursions, excursions and class activities.

Sunscreen is recommended. Whilst reminders are given to students, the
school does not apply sunscreen to students. Students should bring
their own sunscreen in their school bags and be taught proper
application techniques at home. 

Upcoming Key Dates
Monday 2  Mar - Year 3/4 Assembly 3:00pmnd

Thursday 5  Mar - Foundation - Year 2 Assembly 3:00pmth

Monday 9  Mar - Public Holidayth

Wednesday 11  Mar - Year 3 and 5 NAPLAN commencesth

Tuesday 12  Mar - Year 5/6 Assembly 3:00pmth

Thursday 19  Mar - School Photosth

Monday 23  Mar - School Assembly 9:00amrd

Thursday 2  Apr - End of Term 1, 2:30pm dismissalnd

Friday 3  Apr - Public Holidayrd

Dates/times are subject to change and this list is not exhaustive. 
We regularly communicate key dates via Compass and the Weekly Happenings.

Breakfast Club reminder: Every Wednesday from 8:15-8:45 (last entry by 8:35) in the staffroom



Welcome to 2026!
It’s hard to believe we are already half-way through Week 5 of Term 1! Highlights have included:

Weekly in-class ‘Be Your Best’ sessions to build positive class culture, teach our Values, establish expectations
and support friendships and wellbeing,
Whole school Peer Support sessions led by our Year 6 students,
Wednesday and Friday Free Fruit initiative,
Coffee morning for Foundation families,
Meet The Teacher parent-teacher chats,
Wednesday Breakfast Clubs,
Whole School Assembly and 2026 Leadership badge presentations,
Interschool sport (5/6) and House Swimming (3-6),
Whole school sports afternoon led by our Year 6 students,
Life Ed workshops, 
School tours for prospective families with our Year 6 leaders,
High quality teaching, learning and wellbeing support to support every 

       Kingston Heath Primary School student to thrive!

Introducing our Class Reps and Class WhatsApp Groups:
Foundation (Mrs Hutchinson) – Vasiliki (Helena’s Mum)
1/2A (Miss Campbell) – Vanja (Daria’s Mum)
1/2B (Mrs Le Dan) – Sharidan (Hannah’s Mum) and Haruka (Noah’s Mum)
3/4A (Mrs Cravana) – Nancy (Dharwin’s Mum)
3/4B (Mrs Young, Miss O’Brien) – Caroline (Ivy’s Mum)
5/6A (Mr Starling) – Fanoula (Orion’s Mum)
5/6B (Mrs Drummond, Mrs Riley) – Lalita (Daivik’s Mum) and Helen (Keoniki’s Mum)

 
Our Class Reps are starting by setting up the Class WhatsApp Groups, for those that have provided consent. The
WhatsApp groups will be used to communicate with you on matters relating specifically to your child’s class, requests
from the classroom teacher, as well as whole school events. This is completely parent/carer led, and is not an
official communication channel of Kingston Heath Primary School or the Department of Education. The Class’s
WhatsApp Group is administered and moderated by the Class Rep. We are aware that families may prefer not to
provide their contact details and will continue to receive information through the usual school communication
channels of Compass, School Newsletter, Weekly Happenings, assemblies and more.

Beyond the WhatsApp Groups your Class Rep may typically be involved with supporting the class teacher when and
if required, such as with communication or promotion of messages, organising social functions if appropriate e.g.
morning teas/dinners for the parents, class park play dates for the children, such as a termly afterschool or weekend
class catch-up. They may support the teacher to promote and organise parent helpers for class activities and
programs like swimming, excursions, or sports events, encourage and support the members of the class group to get
involved in school community activities and events, such as promotion and participation in fundraising activities. We
thank the above parents for volunteering for this role, and we look forward to working alongside our Class Reps as
well as the PFA (Parents and Friends Association). 

Personal Property Policy reminder:
As per the policy available here (https://khps.vic.edu.au/about-us/#policies) Kingston Heath Primary School
encourages staff and students not to bring items of value to school, or to obtain appropriate insurance for such
items. We that staff and/or students may sometimes like to bring items of personal property to school. The
Department of Education does not have insurance for personal property of staff, students and visitors. Kingston
Heath Primary School does not take responsibility for items of personal property that are lost, stolen or damaged at
school or during school activities. Damage to personal property brought to school is the responsibility of the owner
of that property. 

 

Ryan McCulloch
Acting Principal

2026 School Captains Sam and Penny



Meet Mrs Bourke
Dear KHPS families & carers,

I am thrilled to officially join you as Acting Principal. I’d like to begin by 
acknowledging and thanking Ryan, the leadership team, teaching staff 
and ES for launching the school year. They have done an incredible job. 
To members of the School Council, new and returning, thank you for
your dedication and commitment to the governance of KHPS in 2026.

I have worked in education for 26 years, teaching and leading for 20 years and leading as an
Assistant Principal for 6 years in Mathematics and, more recently, English. I am passionate about
pedagogy and firmly believe we are in the service of children and their families.

I am mindful that a change in leadership—even an interim one—can bring uncertainty. My priority
is to provide stability and support so our leaders, teachers and ES can continue the great work
they do for your kids every day.

The best schools are built on trust and open communication. As I settle in, my focus will be on:

Visibility: You will see me in the yard frequently, I look forward to having a chat with you
and your kids in the coming days and weeks.

Accessibility: My door is genuinely open. I value your unique community perspective and
want to ensure the KHPS families and kids are feeling supported and heard.

Personally, I am a weekend gardener, wife and Mum of two children. Both my kids play in local
sporting clubs so I am sure to see many of the KHPS families around on the weekend! I have the
best Border Collie in the world, Clancy, she keeps our whole family very busy walking and at the
beach.

I would like to express my gratitude for your ongoing support of KHPS. My primary focus as Acting
Principal is to maintain a nurturing environment where high-quality education and personal
growth go hand-in-hand. By working in partnership with our dedicated staff and families, we will
continue to equip every student with the necessary tools for success. I am excited to embark on
this journey with you all.

Warmest,
Carly

Carky Bourke
Acting Principal - Commencing 9  March 2026th

                                                          



School Values Awards
For demonstrating our core values of collaboration, perseverance and respect,
the below students were presented with certificates at our August 8  assembly:th

COLLABORATION means all members of our school community work together 
positively to achieve our shared goals, and we learn and grow together.
Kai A, Arlo M, Joshua B.

RESPECT means we are kind, fair and thoughtful, and we treat everyone and
everything the way we would like to be treated.
Daria T, Max D.

PERSEVERANCE means we aspire to excel and try our best no matter what, 
and know that we grow by overcoming challenges.
Luca S, Oliver K.

Annual privacy reminder for our school community

Our school collects and uses student and parent personal information for standard school functions or
where permitted by law, as stated in the Schools’ privacy policy and the Schools’ privacy collection
notice.

Our Photographing, Filming and Recording Students policy (https://khps.vic.edu.au/about-
us/#policies), describes how we collect and use photographs, video and recordings of students. The
policy also explains when parent consent is required and how it can be provided and withdrawn. 

We ask parents to also review the guidance we provide on how we use Google Workspace for
Education (https://arc.educationapps.vic.gov.au/software/26) safely at the school and what
parents can do to further protect their child’s information. If after reviewing the guidance, you have
any questions or concerns regarding your child using Google Workspace for Education, please
contact the school.

Schools’ privacy policy information for parents - https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy-
information-parents?Redirect=1
Schools' privacy policy - https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-policy
Schools’ privacy collection notice - https://www.vic.gov.au/schools-privacy-collection-notice

This information is also available in eleven community languages:
Amharic, Arabic, Chinese, Dari, Gujarati, Mandarin, Somali, Sudanese, Turkish, Urdu, Vietnamese







Foundation News
Students in Foundation have started their schooling off amazingly! They have familiarised themselves with
many parts of the school community and have met staff who work at KHPS. They have also transitioned
around the school and visited the STEM, Art and Auslan classrooms. Some routines students have practised
include lining up in roll order, mini-whiteboards and Ready Body listening. 

                            
                    

                    

They have learned attention signals such as ‘Kingston - Heath’, ‘ABRA -CADABRA’ and ‘Knock Knock - Who’s
There’ to respond to their teachers. Over the past 4 weeks students have shown responsibility for their
belongings by organising school bags, drink bottles and various classroom items. As a class we have read
some lovely stories about starting school including First Day, Starting School and The Kissing Hand. 

 

Our School Values of Respect, Perseverance and Collaboration have been explicitly taught and revisited
daily and many students are now using these words frequently throughout the day. On Thursday we
discussed our Class Agreement which myself and the students wrote together. 



Year 1 & 2 News
Unit of inquiry - 
Our new Unit of Inquiry, Where We Are in Place and Time, explores the central idea
that understanding cultural diversity leads to respect and a sense of belonging.
To begin the unit, students have been asking thoughtful questions and sharing their
own wonderings about culture, family history, and traditions. They started by exploring
where their ancestors come from and locating these places on a world map. This has
helped students recognise and celebrate the rich diversity that makes up our school
community.
We have also begun learning about different cultural celebrations from around the
world, starting with Lunar New Year, focusing on the Chinese year of the horse, and
Ramadan. Through stories, discussions, and activities, students are developing
curiosity, empathy, and appreciation for cultures beyond their own.
In the weeks to come students will commence further exploring their cultural identity,
preparing to share their knowledge with their peers in the final weeks of term 1. Look
out for the questionnaire the students will be coming home with!

Maths
In Mathematics, students have become increasingly confident during our daily review
sessions, where we revisit previously learned concepts to build fluency, confidence,
and accuracy. These short, regular reviews help strengthen understanding and support
long-term learning.
This term, our focus has been on place value. Students have been exploring numbers
using ones, tens, and hundreds, and extending their understanding to larger
numbers. They have been practising identifying whether numbers are larger or smaller
and ordering them from smallest to largest.
We are also learning how to partition numbers, which means breaking numbers into
smaller parts to help us understand them more clearly. For example, 348 can be
partitioned into 3 hundreds, 4 tens, and 8 ones, which is the same as 300 + 40 + 8 =
348. Students have been using hands-on materials, such as partition circles, to support
their learning.
In the coming weeks, we will build on this strong foundation as we move into addition
and subtraction strategies.

Literacy - Tale of Despereaux

‘Here, reader, is the tale of a tiny, sickly mouse with unusually large ears; a mouse who
takes his fate into his own hands.’ - Kate Di Camillo.

This term in literacy, our sessions are based on the beautifully written novel, The Tale of
Despereaux. This book follows a small mouse who loves the light, music and the human
world. He does not conform to his mouse community and finds himself having to
navigate through the world of rats, in the dungeon! 

Students have been learning the differences between simple and compound
sentences and have been experimenting with coordinating conjunctions (and, but, or,
yet & so). They have been exploring the different characters throughout the text,
learning the power of extending sentences beyond verbs and subjects. 



Year 3 & 4 News
“In 3/4, we started reading the book Matilda. In the
story, her dad, brother and mum are always rude to her.
Mr Wormwoods wants to be rich and loves money more
than his children. My favourite part of the story so far is
how she used to go to the library by herself and read
books everyday. I’m enjoying the book so far. I drew my
own front cover of the book.” 

“Our first Unit of Inquiry is Who We Are. We began by
exploring our personal values. Some values can be seen
on the outside — like wearing a school uniform or a
sports kit that shows teamwork is important to you or
your family. Other values are on the inside — things we
can’t see but that matter to us, like honesty, kindness, or
curiosity.” 

“Every Monday morning, we begin the week with Be
Your Best at KHPS. Some weeks we have Circle Time,
where we talk about our feelings and things happening
in our lives. Other weeks we learn about wellbeing, like
the difference between Brain Breaks, Reward Breaks,
and Movement Breaks.”

“In maths, we have been working on building our number
skills and practising different strategies to solve
problems. We’ve been sharing our thinking, trying new
methods, and helping each other learn.”



Year 5 & 6 News
 

It’s been a busy start to the school year for our Year 5 and 6 students, in this newsletter edition we’ll hear from
some of the Year 6 students about their highlights so far. 

For this addition, we will be interviewing some students from Year 6 about the start to the school year.

What are a few of the highlights to start Year 6?
Nikki: Since I was in year 2, I really wanted to be a big Year 6 student. Some of the highlights to start our
school year have been: Getting our leadership badges, I am Eucalypt (Blue) House Captain, Peer Support
training and also receiving our bright red hoodies. 

What is Peer Support?
Olivia: Peer support is a program to help your peers, especially the younger students to learn. Learning is not
only about what happens in the classroom. It is also about how to learn a new sport, how to make friends and
how to gain confidence. As a Year 6 Peer Support leader, our job is to deliver 30 minute sessions with a mixed
group of students. It’s great fun. 

How did your first session go?
 Mila: I was excited to meet my Peer Support group and eager to start teaching them some important life 
skills, such as collaboration. We played a game called ‘Name Bingo,’ which is when the students had to answer
questions on a page and everyone had to find someone with a similar quality, such as the same hobbies or
interests. 

What do you think is special about the Year 6 hoodies?
Josie: The Year 6 hoodies have all of our names on the back and the best part happens at the end of the year
when we ask all the students to sign them. 

When did you receive your leadership badge?
Lilie: I received my badge at the whole school assembly on Wednesday, 18th February. I was so excited 
 before the assembly and happy when I went up on stage and received my badge. 

What are you looking forward to in your role as House Captain?
Angus: I’m looking forward to leading and helping the sports events. Last week we the KHPS swimming
Carnival. Cindy and I swam in a lot of individual events but we also spent a lot of time encouraging the 
younger students to go and try their best. I am excited to be a school leader. 

What are you looking forward to in your role as Peer Support Leader?
Kleo: I am excited to be able to work with the younger students and basically be like a teacher and also 
get to meet new people from all the different grades. It will also be a great opportunity to develop my own
leadership skills, such as play time when we wear the yellow peer support vests and help students at playtime
and also give out tokens for positive behaviours. 
 
What are you looking forward to in your role as School Captain?
Penny: To help younger students at KHPS and to model being a leader to the younger students. Sam and I have
been helping with the school tours to prospective parents. We were able to speak from experience about the
programs at KHPS and what we do in each of the learning spaces. 



In case you missed it...
 

The following appeared on our official social media accounts

In STEM classes this week, students were set an engineering challenge to create a stable structure, with
everybody using the same limited number of materials. May the tallest tower win! (14  February)th

Perseverance is one of our school values and our Year 5/6 students certainly demonstrated perseverance as well as
Collaboration in this recent challenge. Each team was given 20 pegs and 40 icy-pole sticks to build the tallest tower

they could. The tower has to hold a cup of water without spilling so had to be stable as well as tall. Teams showed
creative thinking skills as the towers grew taller each time. (12  February)th

Our newly resurfaced asphalt proved to be a hit for the girls’ volleyball team as they got to test out the new court
and nets. We’re hoping for some great results this year. The KHPS girls volleyball team enjoyed a practice match

against the Mixed team from Stella Maris. (9  February)th

Our new basketball courts and surrounds are almost
ready. Check out the progress in person when school
starts back this week! These upgrades are going to be

very well loved and utilised by our students and
community. (26  January)th



Years 3 & 5 NAPLAN reminder
 

As sent via Compass  18th February 2026
Dear Parents and Carers, 
With this letter you will find information about The National Assessment Program – Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) for 2026. This year, NAPLAN assessments
will take place in March (Term 1). Having the test period in Term 1 enables results to be made available earlier in the school year to inform our teaching and
learning programs. 

There is a 9-day assessment window between Wednesday March 11 and Monday March 23, 2026.

Schools in Victoria have transitioned from paper-based assessments to online assessments* that will take place during the testing window. Students taking
part in the assessments will use school laptops as there are strict guidelines regarding the tests, and we must ensure all computers have lockdown browsers
downloaded and in place to meet the guidelines. (*Except Year 3 writing which will still be a paper-based assessment.)

All students are expected to participate in the NAPLAN Online tests. Catch up tests will be available for individual students who are absent on test days up to
and including Monday 23 March 2026. We aim to complete the online NAPLAN assessments as smoothly as possible and will ensure students are comfortable
and confident with the technology before starting their assessments. 

NAPLAN Online delivers benefits including:
A ‘tailored test’ design that adapts to correct and incorrect student responses providing a more precise understanding of student achievement;
Innovative use of technology, including an engaging test design;
An extension of the ‘test window’ to two weeks, allowing greater flexibility to schedule tests at a time that best suits the school and students.

Later in the year you will receive your child’s personal NAPLAN report. The report will describe your child’s particular skills in in reading, writing, conventions of
language (spelling, grammar and punctuation) and numeracy. The report will also show how your child performed in relation to national standards. For more
information about NAPLAN Online please visit the VCAA website at www.vcaa.vic.edu.au or the NAP website at www.nap.edu.au

Students with Additional Needs
Support can be arranged for students with additional needs if the student regularly uses similar support for classroom tasks. This can include, but is not limited
to, extra time or rest breaks during the assessments. Exemptions may be granted for students with significant disabilities or who have been learning English for
less than one year. If you believe your child is eligible for support due to disability or exemption, please discuss this with your class teacher as soon as possible. 

Students may be withdrawn from NAPLAN by a parent or carer. This is a matter for consideration by parents and carers in consultation with the principal. If,
after consultation you decide to withdraw your child, you must sign a student withdrawal form and return it by Friday 6 March. These forms are available at
school.
Please take the time to read the leaflet that accompanies this letter and if you have any questions or concerns, contact your class teacher, who will be able to
advise you further. 

With kind regards,  

Sue Riley 

http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/


KHPS Container Deposit Scheme
 

Did you know that you can donate your 10c container deposit refunds
directly to Kingston Heath Primary School? Return-It offers a fundraising
program for school and community groups to raise money. It’s very simple
and benefits the school every time you return your cans, cartons and
bottles. 

If you don’t already have the app, download the CDS Vic East app on your
phone and complete your profile. 

If you already have the app, simply find the ‘Quick Donate’ section and then
find a cause to donate to. Put in Kingston Heath and Education and you get
a bar code and Zone ID that you can share or scan at any container
deposit scheme venue. It really is as easy as that and each time you donate,
you receive an email that lets you know how much was donated to KHPS. 

Remember to look for the 10c symbol on your containers, bottles and cans
including those in any lunch orders. By participating in the Container
Deposit Scheme, you not only contribute to a sustainable environment but
also support our school!

Our Partnership with the Cyber Safety Project
We’re excited to partner with the Cyber Safety Project to help our school community learn how to stay safe
online. Students in Foundation to Year 6 will participate in an interactive, face-to-face session with Cyber
Safety Project experts on Tuesday 10 March. You can find out more about what they’ll be learning here:
https://cybersafetyproject.com/cyber-safety-incursions/ 
     
The Cyber Safety Project also has some free resources for families such as podcasts and newsletters that you
might want to use to start an important digital safety conversation at home. Have a look here
https://cybersafetyproject.com/resources/

Together, we’re taking proactive steps to foster a positive and responsible online culture at Kingston Heath
Primary School.



Breakfast Club is on again this year
Students can join staff volunteers for toast, cereal and fruit in the staffroom
every Wednesday from 8:15 (last entry at 8:35). No need to book, just show up!
ALL students can also enjoy free fruit in their classrooms every Wednesday and
Friday. Munch, crunch!




