
What's coming up?
Tuesday 12th Dec 2023

Up Day (students meet 2024 class & teacher)
Friday 15th Dec 2023

Casual dress & Celebration Concert, 2:45pm 
Monday 18th Dec 2023 

Year 6 Graduation
Wednesday 20th Dec 2023 

End of Term 4, 12:45pm Assembly 
1:30pm Dismissal

Tuesday 30th Jan 2024 
Year 1-6 students commence Term 1
Foundation assessment period commences

Monday 5th Feb 2024 
Foundation students commence full-time

PRINCIPAL'S REPORT
Graduating class of 2023
As this is the final newsletter for 2023, I wish to congratulate and thank our graduating class of
2023. Graduating from primary school is a very significant milestone in life and I wish every one
of our students a happy and successful transition into secondary school. I have absolutely loved
the opportunity to get to know our year 6 students in their final year. They should be very proud
of their achievements and confident that they are entering secondary school ready to fly! We
look forward to celebrating with you at Graduation on Monday 18th December.

Looking ahead to 2024!
We are excited to have our 2024 planning finalised. To support our planning, School Council
have engaged in many discussions about community events and our goal of continuous school
improvement.
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As part of School Council discussion, the following dates were approved as Student-Free days for
2024:
1. Monday 29th January (Year 1 – 6 students commence Tuesday 30th January. 
                                             Foundation 2024 students commence Monday 5th February)
2. Tuesday 12th March
3. Monday 15th July
4. Monday 4th November

LOTE in 2024
Thank you to the many parents that contributed to the L.O.T.E survey last term. It was very helpful and
informative to receive information from families about what is valued in a language program. In
considering the language to move forward with from 2024, the following factors were taken into
consideration:

Parent input from survey
Availability of language teachers in specific languages
Requirement for language teachers to have both a teaching qualification and a languages
education qualification
Secondary School feedback – being that Year 7 language programs are beginner programs due
to the spread of primary school experiences the students bring to their classrooms

With all of this information and community feedback, the school has made the decision to move to
AUSLAN as our LOTE from 2024. We think this is a very exciting proposition for all of our learners and
have already begun conversations with AUSLAN networks to support the program. 

Parent Contributions for 2024
Parent Payments have been shared via Compass. We want to say a sincere thanks to the many
families that have already made payments to the school.  School Council and the Finance Sub
Committee work hard to maintain costs given the current cost of living pressures we understand
families are experiencing, without compromising the educational programs, diversity of offerings and
quality of schooling your children enjoy. We thank you for your ongoing support and contribution to the
school. Should you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the office.

Classes and staffing for 2024
We are looking forward to our next ‘Up Day’ experience where all students will spend time
transitioning into their new year level. As mentioned in our previous newsletter, student placement into
grades for the following year is a lengthy process which the teaching staff but considerable thought
and energies into. We aim to have classes finalised in time for the second session on Tuesday 12th
December.

We are pleased that there are very few changes in our staffing profile for 2024. We welcome:
Jade Rosenberg – Year 3/4
Glenn Carmichael – Year 5/6
Jessica Tandberg – Performing Arts

We will be farewelling Mr Stock who has been at KHPS teaching P.E and sport this year. Mr Stock has
accepted a full-time classroom teaching role for 2024 and we wish him all the best in his new role.



With this staffing now in place, we are excited to confirm the following for 2024:

Thank you!
As the school year comes to a close I want to sincerely thank all members of our great community for a very
successful year. It is hard to believe just how quickly the year has gone, however, when I look back over the year, we
have achieved so very much as a community. Highlights for me have been the Fete, Year 3-6 camp and getting to
know the amazing community here at KHPS. Thank you to our hard working School Council who are so committed to
KHPS being a truly great school that values both community and strong academic outcomes for every student.  

Thank you the to our students who are the reason we all come together. Our classrooms are such a joy to be in
because of the positive approach you bring to school every day. Thank you also to our parents and carers, including
the many grandparents and family members who support the children and the school in so many ways.  
Finally, thank you to our exceptionally hard working staff, Mr McCulloch our Assistant Principal, our Office team and
our Education support staff who ensure the school operates so very smoothly and provides support to all of our
students and families in many different ways. Lastly, congratulations and thank you to a truly great teaching team
who work so very hard to ensure every one of our students experiences success at school. Teaching is a profession of
the head and the heart and our staff display these qualities on a daily basis.

I wish all of our families a safe and happy holidays and we look forward to a most exciting 2024! 

Katelyn Joyce 
Principal



SCHOOL VALUES AWARDS
For demonstrating our core values of collaboration, perseverance and respect, the below students
were presented with certificates at our assembly on Thursday 30th November

COLLABORATION means all members of our school community work together 
positively to achieve our shared goals, and we learn and grow together.
Alex P - 3/4B

PERSEVERANCE means we aspire to excel and try our best no 
matter what, and know that we grow by overcoming challenges.
Riley O - Foundation, Jun M - 3/4A, Cindy H - 3/4B, Logan Z - 3/4C, Skylar M - 1/2B

RESPECT means we are kind, fair and thoughtful, and we treat 
everyone and everything the way we would like to be treated.
Kaea S - 5/6A, Oliver S - 5/6B, Hriti G - 1/2C (Art)

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL’S REPORT
CHILD SAFETY AND WELLBEING: POLICY INFORMATION FOR OUR COMMUNITY
Kingston Heath Primary School is committed to providing a child safe and child friendly
environment, where students are safe and feel safe.

Our child safety and wellbeing policies available via https://khps.vic.edu.au/about-
us/#policies  outline the measures and strategies we have in place to support, promote and
maintain the safety and wellbeing of our students, and include:
Child Safety and Wellbeing Policy          Child Safety Code of Conduct
Child safety Responding and Reporting Obligations Policy and Procedure
Complaints Policy                                   Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy
Bullying Prevention Policy                        Volunteers Policy
Visitors Policy                                          Digital Learning Policy



ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL'S UPDATE cont.

As valuable partners in promoting and maintaining child safety and wellbeing at Kingston Hea th Primary
School we welcome and encourage your feedback. If you have any suggestions, comments or questions in relation
to our child safe policies and practices, please contact us at kingston.heath.ps@education.vic.gov.au or by phone on 03
9584 5805.

Before and After School supervision

Student safety at Kingston Heath Primary School is our highest priority and the safe and appropriate supervision of
students is an important element of our duty of care to students. Part of this duty is ensuring parents and students are
aware of our student supervision arrangements before and after school.

Before school: School grounds are supervised from 8:45am each morning.
After school: School grounds are supervised until 3:45pm each afternoon 
                    (or 15 minutes following the dismissal of students on days in which the school day officially 
                     concludes earlier, such as the final days of term).

Parents/carers are requested to ensure that students do not attend school outside of these supervised times. Students
on school grounds outside these times will not be supervised, unless they are attending a before or after school care
program. Contact TheirCare directly on 1300 072 410 or visit http://theircare.com.au/ for more information - or
supervised extracurricular activity).

ADMINISTRATION OF MEDICATION AT SCHOOL

If a student requires medication, Kingston Heath Primary School encourages parents to arrange for the medication to
be taken outside of school hours. For example, medication required three times daily is generally not required during a
school day – it can be taken before and after school and before bed. However, Kingston Heath Primary School
understands that students may need to take medication at school or school activities. To support students to do so
safely, Kingston Heath Primary School will follow the procedures consistent with Department of Education policies, as
set out in the Adminsitration of Medication Policy on our website.

If a student needs to take medication while at school or at a school activity parents/carers will need to provide the
necessary medication, complete a Medication Authority Form, and should have it signed by the student’s
medical/health practitioner. If advice cannot be provided by a student’s medical/health practitioner, the Principal may
agree that the Medication Authority Form can be signed by a student’s parents/carers only.

Kingston Heath Primary School will NOT store or administer analgesics such as aspirin and paracetamol as a standard
first aid strategy as they can mask signs and symptoms of serious illness or injury. Kingston Health Primary School will
NOT allow a student to take their first dose of a new medication at school in case of an allergic reaction. 

The full policy, along with a copy of the Medication Authority Form are available on the website at
https://khps.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2023/11/KHPS-Medication-Administration-Policy-Dec-2023.pdf or
upon request for a hardcopy at the school office.

As is the case every year, a new Medication Authority Form will need to be completed for the new academic year, and
parents/carers are required to ensure medication provided to the school is within the expiry date.

Ryan McCulloch 
Assistant Principal

mailto:kingston.heath.ps@education.vic.gov.au


FOUNDATION REFLECTIONS
We have grown and learnt so many things in our first year of school! 
Here are our memorable moments from this year.

Paksh - I enjoyed maths games.
Lucas - I liked playing with my friends during investigations.
Milos - I liked reading in the library.
Isla - I enjoyed the fun day at swimming lessons.
Dimi - I liked going to assemblies.
Milla - I’m looking forward to participating in the athletics morning.
Ivy Sa - I liked making our necklaces in art.
Ivy St - I enjoyed dressing up for book week
Kellie - I liked drawing with my buddy.
Taylen - I liked dressing up for 100 days of school.
Trent - I liked doing investigations.
Dakshan - I enjoyed the athletics on the oval.
James - I liked playing soccer.
Oliver - I liked the book week festival.
Lenny - I liked kicking the football in sport.
Alistair - I liked the egg and spoon race at the athletics.
Jake - I liked playing with my buddy.
Owen - I enjoyed the fun day at swimming lessons
Rafael - I liked playing outside with my friends.
Heidi - I liked doing guided drawing in art.
Violet - I liked making our flowers in art.
Tobias - I liked playing outside with Riley.
Riley - I liked having lunch with my buddy.

Ms Driscoll

YEAR 3 & 4 NEWS
Maths - Probability & Fractions:

In mathematics this term, the year 3/4 students have been
studying probability. The learning activities have included
dice and coin games where we checked real versus
theoretical probabilities, fun card games where we predicted
all the possible outcomes and expressing probabilities as
fractions and decimals. Fractions have also been a focus this
term where we have learnt about halves, quarters, eighths
and fifths. We made these fractions on a number line and
related them to decimals. 



YEAR 3 & 4 NEWS cont

Save the Amazon 
In Term 4 the Year 3 and 4 students have been inquiring into How We Express Ourselves,
where our central idea is ‘Writing and images express opinions, experiences and
imagination.’ To understand how authors and illustrators engage audiences we
introduced the illustrated non-fiction story “Save the Amazon” by Catherine Barr. We
analysed how Catherine Barr engaged, informed and persuaded us to ‘save’ the Amazon
by examining the language choices and the use of logic and emotion. Students enjoyed
selecting a topic and writing their own argument writing in the style of Catherine Barr
(see examples below). The final task for the inquiry is for students to research a chosen
topic and create their own illustrated persuasive story with a series of arguments and
evidence. 

Let’s save paper because if we keep cutting down more trees that will cause climate
change. Today people are buying papers they don’t need then throwing them in the bin.  
Marcus W

Let’s save glitter because it makes a huge mess! Kids are using glitter constantly and
getting it everywhere, it is so hard to clean up. We should make it cleaner.   Aurora S

                                        Gardening
 



YEAR 3 & 4 NEWS cont

Writing
Students have also been publishing their creative stories. Initially they started by planning
a story after viewing a writing prompt. Students had to plan, draft, edit and uplevel their
work before typing up their final copy and finally publishing, creating their own story book. 

My title is The Cliff, it's about a 10 year old girl August, she's hiking up to a cliff but she
stops to tie her shoelace and her family leave her waiting at the bottom of the steps, she
wants to go down the steps to go find them but its very steep, she falls down the steps
and… - Mila D

My title is 80 Foot Animals. It is about a boy named Lance and his sister Luce. And after
school they go home to their auntie Livv’s house. Then one night, they teleport to a cliff.
And find an 80 Foot Frog. I featured my friends from school and named them Soapnia
and Gi Gi. Gi Gi’s name is weird because her last name is Gi and her first name is Gi. -
Amber P

My story title is The Adventures of Jhom. A quick summary of my story is that there was this
guy and he was on a cliff on the edge actually, with a massive bright orange T-rex in front
of me. Then the T-rex asked me if I wanted to go on an adventure and I said “Yeeee”! So
we went on an adventure and then they went on an adventure! Then in the end they get
stuck in a space void in the middle of space. What will happen next in the next book!?. -
Adam W

My title is called The Panther Story and a quick summary of my story is that there was a
girl called Sophie was walking home from school and got lost and ended up in a creepy
looking forest then suddenly falling down a huge cliff! I meet a black panther and end up
living in a cave with it and its baby. I'm also trying to find their other baby black panther
and end up finding it and going home to my wonderful loving family. - Sophie H

 

Mr Starling, Mrs Drummond, Mr McGui ness and Mrs Riley



YEAR 5 & 6 news
Buddies/PALS 
Every fortnight the students visit their Buddies/Pals to work collaboratively in a range of different
learning subjects. The activities include a Nature Scavenger Hunt, measurement activities, math games,
animal writing and sports games. 

        Comics
                                                                                We have been creating comics for our unit 
                                                                                “How we express ourselves”.

Literacy
The students are currently studying a poetry unit of work 
which includes Limericks, Acrostic poems, shape poems, 
similes and metaphors. The students are also writing 
their own picture story books inspired by Claire 
Saxby’s animal series. The students are writing about 
a selected animal, describing first using their narrative 
skills followed by some factual information about 
how the animal survives and thrives in the wild. 

Mathematics
In Mathematics we have been exploring chance. 
Considering the probabilities of different outcomes. 
Recently the students have designed their own chance 
spinner to conduct trials to observe how the 
experimental and theoretical probabilities correspond. 
Students then started to transform their data into 
graphs and charts. We have also been discussing the probability scale, 
exploring different, and sometimes whacky examples of events that are 
impossible (the statue of liberty moving to Mars), and certain (seeing the 
statue of liberty as you stand in front of it). We are looking forward to 
exploring different areas of this math curriculum, with more graphs and 
charts and probability outcome trials to come! 

On Fridays we have been continuing to work on problem solving and applying 
our mathematics to real life scenarios. While designing our very own dream 
house isn’t all too realistic we are having a ball building our very own 
basketball courts, dance studios, cinema rooms and ultimate kitchens. All the 
while, calcuating the cost of installing flooring, the area of each space and 
many different factors that come into place. 



YEAR 5 & 6 news cont.

Year 6 Graduation reminders
Graduation is on Monday the 18th of December 4:30pm to 6:30pm in the school hall. 
Each family is allocated 4 seats.
We are pleased to let you know that there are some spare seats available. If you require any spare
seats please reach out to your child’s teacher to confirm extra. 
Please do not forget to fill in the ‘2023 Memory Book’ double sided sheet and return it to your class
teacher. 

General reminders
All computers are to be fully charged everyday for school. 
Hats to be worn at every break
Please consent/pay on Compass:

                5/6 Graduation Lunch (Both 5 and 6)
                Year 6 Fun Day (Year 6 only)
                Year 6 hoodies 2024 (Year 5 only)
                KHPS Class of 2023 Disco (Year 6 only) 

Please remember to practice and learn time tables and related division facts! There are resources
uploaded to Google Classroom students are aware of. 

Year 6 Hoodies 2024  
The year 5 students have been working to organise and 
design their 2024 KHPS Year 6 hoodie! We are very excited 
to release the payment details so we can commence 
ordering them shortly and have them ready to go as soon 
as possible in 2024! 
Hoodie front logo                                                              
                                                                 
                                                                 Breaking news: New Year 6 Tops for 2024!
                                                                 Our Year 6 students tell us that they LOVE their Year 6 hoodies.
                                                            They help to reinforce a sense of community within the cohort
                                                            and of course helps them to stand out as the leaders of our 
Hoodie rear logo                               school. The problem, they tell us, is that they love them so much
signed by the 2024 Year 6s             they don’t want to take them off... Even when it’s hot. Based on
                                                            their feedback, we are pleased to introduce Year 6 polo tops
                                                            from 2024! These are optional and will be avialble for purchase
                                                            soon from PSW. Please wait for a compass notice from us as they
                                                            aren’t currently in the shop. We estimate mid-January.



SCHOOL MOBILE PHONE BAN

Students that bring mobile phones* to 
school must store them in the office between 
8:50-3:30 every day.

A reminder that the Department of Education has in place a mobile phone ban that
requires students who bring mobiles phones to school to have them switched off and
securely put away during school hours.

The department is requiring all schools to ensure this ban is in place and enforced from
the start of the 2024 school year.

The ban applies equally to all government schools right across the state.

This helps ensure that school is a learning environment free from unnecessary distractions
and disruptions.

By ensuring mobile phones are kept away at recess and lunch times, students can interact
with each other face-to-face, without the distractions and social pressures that mobile
phones can cause.

We ask for the support of all our families, staff and students in continuing to support the
implementation of this policy in our school.

Further information
Emergencies: In the event of an emergency or if you need to immediately contact your
child, I ask that families contact the school office who will pass on a message as required.

School mobile phone policy: A copy of our school’s local mobile phone policy, which
implements the government’s mobile policy in line with our local context, is available here:
https://khps.vic.edu.au/about-us/#policies

Parent support: The Mobile phones in schools webpage provides links to resources for
families to help them balance their children’s time using mobile phones. 
https://www.vic.gov.au/mobile-phones-schools 

*Other devices:
Devices with communication capabilities, such as Apple watches, are to be treated in the
same way as mobile phones and should either be left at home or handed in to the office
each morning. Other technology such as laptops and iPads are only to be used in
accordance with the ICT User Agreement for educational purposes.
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