6 SEPTEMBER 2019
At Kingston Heath Primary School a quality learning environment gives students, staff
and the community confidence to strive for excellence as active and positive members
of a global village.
Website: www.khps.vic.edu.au

Email: kingston.heath.ps@edumail.vic.gov.au

Emergency Management: 9589 6266

Cheltenham Police: 9583 9767

IMPORTANT DATES
September:
Saturday 7th

Working Bee - 9.00am

Tuesday 10th

Whole school production at Kingston Town Hall -7.00pm

Wednesday 11th

School Council sub committee

Friday 13th

Foundation 2020 transition

Tuesday 17th

Footy day/Tasty Tuesday

Wednesday 18th

School Council meeting

Friday 20th

Final day of Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal

Buddies and Pals Lunch club games
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MESSAGE FROM THE PRINCIPAL TEAM

Hello and Happy Friday!

It is hard to believe that we are already at the tail end of Week 8! Students, staff and parents in our KHPS
community have been working hard all term on every manner of learning and building community. As Principal,
one of my greatest honours and pleasures is to welcome to my office students who share with me their learning
and achievement of their goals; and this term, I have enjoyed discussing learning and growth with some of our
budding young writers.

In our last newsletter, I told you about a resource our staff have been using to support improvements to learning
and teaching of reading across the school. Also this year, our Literacy Action Team, led by Amy Jones and Annaka
Wheatley, have been working together and with all staff and students to enhance our teaching and learning of
writing. As neurologists learn more about the brain and how learning works, so educators must change their
teaching practices to better support every student to improve their learning.

It is exciting to see with the release of the 2019 NAPLAN results this week the positive impact of the efforts our
teachers and our students to improve our learning and teaching in reading and writing. One of the ways the
Department currently measures school performance in NAPLAN is by looking at the proportion of students who
score in the top two bands.

This year, in Writing, 65% of our year 3 students scored in the top two bands, as compared with 57% of Victorian
students and 60% of students in schools similar in size and demographic to KHPS. In Reading, 69% of our year 3
students scored in the top two bands, as compared with 57% of Victorian students and 63% of students in schools
similar in size and demographic to KHPS. Our year 5 students also showed strong results: in Reading, 64% scored
in the top two bands compared to 40% of Victorian and 47% of students in schools similar in size and
demographic to KHPS; in Writing, only 26% scored in the top two bands - this lower result is consistent with and in
fact still higher than the 19% of Victorian students and 22% of students in similar schools

While we celebrate these successes, it is also important to remember that NAPLAN is a snapshot of performance
on one day. It provides useful information to our school about the impact of our programs on our students’
learning, and we use this data as a starting point to inquire into areas where we may need to improve what we
are doing. We must also rely on a broad range of other data that we collect as a school and that individual classroom teachers collect to measure learning day by day, week by week, month by month, year by year.

Individual learners are so much more than their NAPLAN results. At KHPS we offer comprehensive programs to
support student achievement, engagement and wellbeing in any number of areas that cannot be measured by
this particular test. As Einstein once said, Not everything that can be counted, counts; and not everything that
counts can be counted.

With this in mind, I would like to invite every one of our families to consider, What counts at Kingston Heath
Primary School? What are our strengths? What programs, learning spaces, approaches and traditions support
our learning community to excel? Early next term, as part of our School Review, we will be asking you to answer
these questions through surveys, focus group discussions, and open forums. Please watch for more information
through our newsletters and via COMPASS. We would like to capture as many voices as possible as we work
through our review.
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Every four to five years, every school undertakes a formal School Review which involves collecting data and
information from across the school and community to evaluate ourselves against the goals that we set in our last
strategic plan and against the expectations of the Department of Education. Our staff have begun this review
process. On the recent Curriculum Day, staff worked in teams to review KHPS against the Department’s
Framework for Improving Student Outcomes. This framework, often referred to as FISO, outlines the evidencebased approaches schools are expected to choose from when implementing programs to enhance student
achievement, engagement and wellbeing. For more information about FISO, read the fact sheet, Framework for
Improving Student Outcomes.
Gratitude
“Gratitude helps you to grow and expand; gratitude brings joy and laughter into your life and into the lives of all
those around you.” - Eileen Caddy


Mr Starling, Mrs Jacquie Edwards, Miss Sophie Zeinstra, Mr Adrian Fielden, Mr Craig Moore and Mr Michael
Cocksedge for another successful ski camp. It was wonderful seeing the tired but happy faces on the adults
and children stepped off the bus last evening.



Ms Emma Harper, Oliver Semaan, Reuben Barbar, Samuel McConnell and Darci McConnell for leading the
introduction of different games on our playground



Mrs Kaye Funnell for her leadership of our Kitchen Garden and Cafe Culture. (Last week, I enjoyed a very
tasty meal cooked by our year 3 /4 students. Mmmmmm….!)



Mrs Rachel Fallon and her team of volunteer staff and parents for their hard work in supporting our students to write and rehearse our school production. Having our students play a significant role in the
creation of our school production is a first for Kingston Heath Primary School and supports our school focus
on increasing student voice and agency.

Reminders


School Production: KHPS’ school production is next week - Tuesday 10 September 2019. Our students and
Mrs Fallon are looking forward to providing you a night’s entertainment. To purchase tickets, please see
the link provided in a recent COMPASS post.



SunSmart It’s that time of year again - the sun’s ultraviolet radiation is higher than a 3, the level at which
sun protection is recommended. We ask that all children (and staff) wear hats when outside in the sun.



Enrolments:If you have not already done so, please contact the front office to inform us if your child will not
be at KHPS in 2020. These numbers underpin our planning and budgeting for 2020, processes that are
beginning now.



Our year 1 / 2 school working bee is tomorrow Saturday, 7th September 2019. We have 7 volunteers
already. Can you join us to help beautify our school?

Have a fabulous and safe weekend, everyone! As always, please contact us if you wish to discuss your child’s
learning or other areas of concern or celebration at Kingston Heath Primary School. We very much believe that
excellent student outcomes grow out of strong partnerships.

Your Principal Team,
Sherri Lake and Karen Roberts

3

PYP Corner
Welcome to the PYP Corner! In this section you will be updated on any PYP related topics, student action, answers to PYP questions, etc.

Action
Action is one of the Essential Elements of the International Baccalaureate Primary
Years Programme. It isn’t any more or less important than the rest of the Essential
Elements, but I do believe that it is one of the most empowering elements, where
students can see the accumulation of all of their knowledge, skills and progress as
learners coming together to make a real and tangible difference.

The Purpose of Taking Action
The aim is, through inquiry, to have students come up with responsible, thoughtful
and meaningful action that will make an impact. This impact does not have to be
earth-shattering for the world. It does have to connect with their learning, giving a
sense of purpose to their learning through experience and enabling their voice
to shine through. This is extremely empowering. Think about the impact that taking
action has on yourself; from checking off your daily to-do list, to accomplishing a
marathon event (or a marathon!) The impact begins with how you feel about
yourself and, depending on the action, can have a domino effect in that it affects others in your immediate community, wider community or even globally. Regardless of the extent of the ripple effect of your action, it becomes empowering.
So, how do we transfer this to students?
Making it Happen The best way to encourage student action is to begin by
giving students the knowledge of what action looks like. We want them to be
able to identify appropriate action. It can be narrowed down to two forms:
Personal Action – What can I do for myself
to make a change that will benefit me?


Action for Others – What can I do for others? (local community, wider community, global action)


Charlotte Birbeck (PYP Co-Ordinator and 5/6 Teacher)
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PRODUCTION NEWS
This coming Tuesday 10th September - Kingston Town Hall
The students have been busy script-writing, choreographing dances and rehearsing songs. Every class has a song
or a dance that will be part of our production, “The School Inspectors”.
Ticket sales are going well, we look forward to seeing all our families on Tuesday evening.
Students need to be at the Kingston Town Hall by 6.15pm with the Production commencing at 7.00pm.

Rachel Fallon
Performing Arts Teacher
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SKI CAMP
What a fantastic camp! We had beautiful weather, sunny, clear and light winds, maybe a little hot. The students
should be commended. They were excellent and had a great time. We left on Monday, had lunch in Yea and
arrived at Mt Buller full of excitement. After settling into the lodge and picking up all our equipment at the rental
shop, a quick bite to eat, some evening entertainment then off to bed.
On Tuesday morning, we headed to the slopes. We had four ski groups, two beginner and two intermediate
groups. Our beginner groups learnt the basics quickly, were soon on the Magic Carpet, and then off to the Ski Lift.
We had a short break for lunch at the ABOM cafeteria and then back out for our afternoon ski lessons. The
highlight was watching everyone stay positive, challenging themselves and progressing with their skiing while
supporting their friends.
Wednesday was even better, our beginner groups were now skiing around the mountain, riding the lifts and
exploring some harder terrain. The other groups were having a ball, they were skiing well and playing on the
varied terrain, hitting some small jumps, finding some trails through the trees and throwing the odd snowball. The
highlight was clearly some spectacular crashes, generally happening when I was skiing past taking pictures, the
kids start waving or posing for the camera, and down they went!
Thursday, our final day was a slow start with many sleepy faces arriving for breakfast. After a quick meeting and
packing up the lodge, we headed off for our morning lessons. Once again, we were spoilt with the weather, sunny,
clear and low winds. The highlight was seeing how much everyone had progressed, our experienced skiers were
exploring the harder terrain and even trying a few tricks. The beginner groups were now on the intermediate
terrain with a few catching some air. After lunch we headed for the bus and back home.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our parent helpers, Mr. Adrian Fielden, Mr. Craig Moore and
Mr. Michael Cocksedge. Without their support the camp wouldn’t happen. Our staff, Jacqui Edwards and Sophie
Zeinstra were amazing. What a great camp!

Regards
Justin Starling
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Date

What’s Happening? Central Idea

Learner Profile
attribute/
ATL focus

This
week..

Production Rehearsal

Next
week...

Production Rehearsal

District athletics

School Production

English and
Maths focus

Colonisation can transform
cultures.

LP Attribute

Open Minded
(Where we are in place and
ATL Focus
time)
Communication Skills

Maths: Shape

Colonisation can transform
cultures.

LP Attribute

English: Summarising

Perspective
(Where we are in place and
ATL Focus
time)
Research Skills

English: Inferring

Maths: Shape (continued)

Each fortnight we will include a question that you and your family can discuss.
Table Talk Question: When you were at school, did you do acknowledgment of country? Was the Indigenous
flag up at your primary school?

Melbourne Museum and IMAX Excursion
On Monday the 26th of August, the grade 3/4 students went to the Melbourne Museum and IMAX to learn
about our previous unit and to begin learning about our new unit of inquiry relating to the colonisation of Australia. We first visited the first peoples exhibit and students learned about Indigenous life and culture. During
the afternoon we went to the IMAX and watched an interesting documentary about volcanos.
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Maths Shape Unit
During the past two weeks grade 3/4 students have been completing a unit focusing on shape in maths classes. They have been working hard on a task that involved creating a ‘monster’ using 3D shapes on Tinkercad
and then finding the nets for the shapes online and building them. They are currently completing a reflection
for this activity which will be used as part of our next learning task for maths.

Student Reflections for Melbourne Museum/IMAX:
‘My favourite part was the IMAX because it was different to what we usually do for excursions and the
information was presented in a fun way.’ - Ruby H
‘I liked the Bugs Alive exhibit at the museum especially the spiders.’ - Leon Ballinger
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13

14

15

16
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FOODIE MONDAY/FRIDAY

Foodie Monday/Friday (the old Earn and Learn) is well and truly underway.
Sausage rolls, pies and pasties are available for the children to purchase.

**Please note the price increase**.
Sausage rolls now cost $3.00
and pies/pasties now cost $4.00
Yoghurt ice-creams will again be on sale for $2.00

Please note if there is a Munchy Monday FUNDraising lunch on, there will be NO Foodie Monday running that day.

KHPS SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

1st:

Mila F

11th: Sayen G

2nd: Lily C

11th: Zita H

3rd: Julia F

12th: Genevieve C

3rd: Elana S

13th: Fred L

3rd: Marti P.E.
6th: Ryan C
6th: Olivia A
8th: Jontae L

14th: Imani A
15th: Jack L
15th: Lene B

9th: Suvan G
9th: Violet K
10th: Srinika D
10th: Phillip S
10th: Yanki U
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2019 Calendar dates of events
September:
Saturday 7th

Working Bee - 9.00am

th

Tuesday 10

Whole school production at Kingston Town Hall -7.00pm

Wednesday 11th

School Council sub committee

Friday 13

th

Foundation 2020 transition

Tuesday 17th

Footy Day/Tasty Tuesday

Wednesday 18

th

Friday 20th

School Council meeting
Final day of Term 3 – 2.30pm dismissal

October:
Monday 7th

Term 4 commences

Wednesday 9

th

Friday 11th
Wednesday 16th
Friday 18th

School Council sub committee
Special Friends Book Fair
Year 1 fun night & Year 2 sleepover
School Council meeting

Monday 21st

Foundation 2020 transition
School disco
Intensive Swimming Program Prep - 4

Tuesday 22nd

Intensive Swimming Program Prep - 4

Thursday 24

th

Intensive Swimming Program Prep – 4

Friday 25th

Intensive Swimming Program Prep - 4

Saturday 26

th

KHPS Trivia Night

Monday 28th
Tuesday 29th

Intensive Swimming Program Prep – 4
Munchy Monday
Intensive Swimming Program Prep – 4

Wednesday 30th

Intensive Swimming Program Prep - 4

Thursday 31st

Intensive Swimming Program Prep – 4

November:
Friday 1st
Tuesday 5

Curriculum Day – no students
th

Melbourne Cup Day public holiday

Friday 8th
Saturday 9

Foundation 2020 transition
th

Working Bee – 9.00am

Monday 11th
Wednesday 13

Munchy Monday
th

Friday 15th

School Council sub committee
Walk-a-thon
Foundation 2020 transition

Wednesday 20th

School Council meeting

Friday 22

nd

Junior Athletics Carnival P – 2 at KHPS

December:

Tuesday 3rd

KHPS Senior School Swimming Carnival @ Mentone Grammar (TBC)

Saturday 7th
Thursday 12

Working Bee – 9.00am
th

Tuesday 17th
Friday 20

th

Year 6 Graduation evening
2019 Celebration Concert
Last day of Term 4, 12.45pm special candle ceremony assembly.
1.30pm dismissal. Free dress except for Year 6
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